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But atonement for unpardonable sin through mediation .of a friuless Redeemer will not bs needed to briug God aud man together. Eclecticism here abstain?, and allows a new tenet. Mercy is the true gospel, *' the only true gospel of salvation" (154). Nor is any written revelation necessary, nor any creed or ceremonial system.
" I believe that the future church will not seek salvation in books of men, in ceremonies or articles of faith ; but it will call upon individuals and nations to put their faith in the only true gospel of salvation; God's infinite and all-conquering mercy" (p. 150).
As to India, in particular, Mohamedamsrn and Hinduism, though full of error, both contain ** a residue of truth aud purity which we are bound to honour. The process of development will gradually bring those creeds, hitherto so hostile to each other, into closer union, till the two ultimately harmonise to form the future church of India" (p. 157). For that Church must be truly national
" India has religious traditions and associations, tastes and customs, peculiarly sacred and dear to her.....and it is idle to expect
that she will forego these ; nay, she cannot do so as they are interwoven with her very life" (p. 160).
Yet Keshab Chandra attacked many of these; and part of what he could not do by the power of persuasion he confided to the assistance of an alien legislature. He persuaded Debendra Nath to marry one of his daughters without the use of the Hindu ritual; he next proceeded to introduce a similar simplicity in the ceremonies observable at birth and death. This was nothing short* of a revolution, followed as it was by the open sanctioning of a marriage between persons of different castes. Such connections, however, were of questionable legality, Hindu law being a part of religion and guaranteed to the people by their British rulers. Hence the next step was to obtain an act of Council setting aside the disabilities of Hinduism for those who no longer received it; and Act III of 1872 became the law for such cases.
How are the mighty fallen ! A successful preacher, both in India and in Europe, courted, followed, and respected, as an almost divine deliverer, the Babu seems to have lost the old fervour and unselfishness of character and conduct, which once marked him out among the rnilions. At the present date, from a trainrof circumstances too ignoble and complicated to be here explained, fche the Bubu is deserted by most of his old disciples; the venerable Debendra is little more than a historical hero ; a brawl has